DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

and found him " pleasing, gentlemanlike, quiet and
distinguished." Princess Helena as yet knew nothing
about the matrimonial project, but she was greatly
pleased with him, and the Queen asked him to
England so that the two should get to know each
other better. But she regarded the matter as settled,
and felt sure the Prince Consort would have approved.
One only had to be firm, and the thing was done :
she was delighted also to find that her firm letter
to the King of Prussia about Vicky and Fritz coming
to Balmoral had been equally successful. He allowed
it profusely, and was most anxious to stand well
with her, and begged for an interview. She did not
want to see him at all, but Queen Augusta strongly
urged her, and after an exchange of numerous
telegrams which crossed each other in a most pro-
voking manner, she consented to meet him again
at the Grand Duke of Hesse's palace at Darmstadt,
on her way back to England. The interview was
not productive of much, for after he had kept her
waiting for half an hour, they talked about the
weather for another half-hour. But perhaps that was
as well, for there were few important topics on which
they took the same views. Albert had held him in
high esteem in the old days, and had written him some
of his most thoughtful and convincing memoranda on
the principles of Liberal Government, But since his
accession and the advent of Bismarck that " clever
unprincipled man," even his wife. Queen Augusta,
found him sadly changed. The weather was the
safest subject.
She went back to the dear Highland home : once